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i's bx1n 3 tadition for as
long as most Duxbury residents
<an remeniher, but lately. jump-
ing off the Blucfish River
Bridge has tumed from tame to
ucacherous.

Given the fecent car aceie
deats involving two children
jumping off the bridge, town
officials and residents are . king
a cluser look a1 public safcty,
The fir ecident ovcurmed on
June 21 when 3 14-year-ald boy
was slrugk by 3 car on
Washington Strect, Even rough
(he tecen was not sericusly
imjurcel, the acuic ]
whien lee tricd to dant acruss the
street as (he car was appraachs
ing.

Tlwe next child involved inan
actident by tic bridge was not
from Ousbury, but Plymouth.
Chief Mark Dclusa of the
Oushury [Pulice Department
said the hoy darted acrons the
street to see one of his fricnds
swim under the bridge and fan
into the side of a passing car.

“] know it’s been 3 favonte
spot in Duzhury for yoars so it’s
a difficult Uung.” Delusca said.
He said that e increased popu-
lation, combined with many
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- Parents Question Safety of
Bluefish River Bri

Tradition

s, the Blualish River Bridge

allracls herds of kids from Duzbury and surcounding towns lo
jump inlo the Blustish River. Lalsiy, the salaly of 1his tradilion

is delng quesiionad,

bility? What is the hids’ respon-
sibility or ihe  parents'?
Sullivan said. “"We do have the
ability 1w make it illegal and a
fot of people think that's dw
answer.”

When the weather is hut and
the tale is high, Sullivan said
there are approxinaicly 20 ¢ 30
kidds waiting by the bridge and
funning hack and forth to exch
side of Washington Stcet "{
don't remember it being what
congesied years agw,” she gaid.
“Now it scems like there's a
hend of kitds down tere.”

Sullivan w3id she is consider-

hicles  using  Washing
Strect to access the beach, has
made this popular spol very
dangerous.

For Doard of Sclectmien
Chaiewoman Detsy Sullivan,
the question of whether to keep
a iraditivn alive gr to ban jump-
ing to ensurc piblic safety is a
tough onc. “{ have some mixed
personaj feelings because it is
part of the nostalgic youth that
we Ly to give them (children] in
this wwa, This is one of thuse
growing up in Duxbury things,
but kids are unsuperviscd and
pulling temsclves in harm's
way,” she said.

Sullivan said she has been
discussing Gic issuc with Town
Manager Richard MacDonald
and Deluea and while she said
the simplest sofution would be
to post hat jumping is not
allowed, that has not been the
decision yct.

“The sclectnien are strug-
gling with what is our responsi-

ing options to hoep kids safe and
since discussi i

understands the dangers asso-
ciated with the Bluclish River
Bridge. He said hic would like
1o work with the pulice depart-
ment and lake the issuc (o the
Highway Safety Advisory
Cunumittee in ander to provide -
both cducation and enforce.
ment.

“I'd_hate to sce somconc
get hurt” Nord said. “But
aside frem sestricting travel 0
enc car at a time or building a
sidewalk, the town doesn’l
waal to do that.”

Notd spoke of a3 similar
bridge in Cohasset, the Bonder
Street Dridge. which has expe-
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she said she welcomes any rea-
sinahle suggestions. Options
like blicking off the coad or
ingtalling speed bumps are not
feasible, Sullivan said, since
Washington Street is a3 public
toad

Il we as a town can protect
binds on the beach we can getan
officer there to protect kids,”
Sullivan said, "It was likc they
were at a swinuning hole and
they forgot it was a strect.”
Increased police coverage dur-
ing high tides is onc of the solu.
tions Sullivan is looking into.

Kids have been jumping off
the bridge for all 11 years that
MacDonald has been in
Duxbury and his concem is
public safety. *We have an obli-
gation to keep kids safc,” he
s3id. “We have o lake 3 good
hand lovk at this and make 3
decision.”

Firc Chicl Kevin Nand also

$ similar probl with
public safety. According to
Cohasset police, prublems at
the britge have heen gning on
for sometime and now it is
caforced by pateols. When
police sce children jumping off
the bridge, they clear them off.
Betscy Hunter of Herring
Weir Road said she and her
kids have jumped off the
Bluefish River Bridge and she
thinks it is a fun thing o do, as
long as it's donc responsibly.
*it's what people think is a rite
of passage but I'm tired of peo-
ple thinking it's my right,” she
said.

“The police tumed a blind
cye for as long as they could
and sow they're taking con-
trol,” Hunter said.

One resident who is very
concerned with kids jumping
off the bridge is Diana Ikeda of
Crocked Lanc. In her letter to
the editar in the July 26 edition
of the Clipper, she wrote that
while she understands the
“saceed tradition,” she has
“aways thought jumping off
the bridge was an catrenwly
dangerous aclivity and won-
dered if it ix illegal.”

She shared a personal story
about her cousin who became
a quadriplegic at age 16 afier
jumpang ofY a bridge into shal-
low water. “.. .he confessed to
me that there wasn'l a day in
his life that e didn"t regret thal
dive,” lkeda weote.

fkeda suggested the town
allocate funds to build an out-
door poel so kids can enjoy
swimming in a supervised
envi t. “But uncqui
cally 1 argue that the safety of
our children is and should be
the prionity,” she wrote.
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